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 Aspire Interim Assessments 
Background 

The Aspire Interim assessments were originally produced by ACT to serve as benchmarks aligned to 
the core content measured on the PreACT and ACT and sold under the brand name, Aspire.  The items 
were originally aligned to the ACT College and Career Readiness Standards. When the assessments 
were transferred to the ScootPad Adaptive Learning platform, the items were also aligned to the core 
concepts of instruction aligned to state standards.  

Using the Aspire Interim Assessments to Inform Instructional Decision-
Making

Use of the data from the Aspire Interims 

When districts and schools use common interim assessments across schools and classrooms, they can 
gather critical data needed to inform strategic planning.  Data from the Aspire interims can be used to: 

• Determine student strengths and needs in English, Reading, Science, and Math across the
district at tested grade levels and for specific schools in the district.

• Identify strengths and opportunities for improvement in curricula designed to build student
strengths in the measured contents.

• Identify areas of strength and potential opportunities for growth for building educator capacity
in strategies for teaching the measured contents.

• Determine prior to end of year testing, which students most likely need additional tiered
supports and/or extensions to meet end of year standards.

• When used in conjunction with data from the formative assessments students complete using
the Scootpad Adaptive Learning pathways (diagnostic, practice, and mastery assessments),
confirm student readiness for meeting or exceeding end of year standards as measured by state
testing.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/standards.html
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Models for Scheduling of Aspire Interim Assessments provided in the 
ScootPad Adaptive Learning platform 
ScootPad Adaptive Learning provides a system of assessments designed to support educators in 
helping students meet college and career ready standards.  This system of assessments includes an 
initial diagnostic assessment (built into the learning pathways), practice assessments, mastery 
assessments, and the Aspire interims.  Consequently, to make full use of the system of assessments 
provided, it’s important to situate the scheduling of the Aspire interims as designed.  

Year-long course delivery 

Time frame Goal/objective of testing Assessment to be delivered 
Beginning of the 
school year  

Establish baseline student 
performance in grade level 
knowledge and skills for English, 
Reading, and Mathematics 

Students should be enrolled in a learning 
pathway aligned to the college and 
career ready standards of focus.  As 
students begin their pathway learning, 
they take a diagnostic placement test 
that helps situate their individual learning 
journey within that pathway.  In the 
initial weeks of learning, students begin 
to complete practice assessments that 
demonstrate student strengths and 
needs for concepts studied.  

At the end of the 
first quarter 

Gather baseline data on student 
performances in English, Reading, 
Mathematics, and Science 

Grade level, Interim A 

During the second 
quarter 

Progress monitoring of student 
knowledge and skills in English, 
Reading, and Mathematics 

Students continue to study and learn 
knowledge and skills from core 
curriculum instruction provided by the 
teacher and from their use of ScootPad 
Adaptive Learning.  Completion of 
practice tests and mastery tests allows 
for progress monitoring of skills taught 
and learned—allowing for intervention 
and extension opportunities based on 
the data gathered. 

At the end of the 
second quarter 

Progress monitoring of student 
knowledge and skills in English, 
Reading, Mathematics, and Science 

Grade-level, Interim B 

During the third 
and fourth 
quarters 

Progress monitoring of student 
knowledge and skills in English, 
Reading, and Mathematics 

Students continue to study and learn 
knowledge and skills from core 
curriculum instruction provided by the 
teacher and from their use of ScootPad 
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Adaptive Learning.  Completion of 
practice tests and mastery tests allows 
for progress monitoring of skills taught 
and learned—allowing for intervention 
and extension opportunities based on the 
data gathered. 

At the end of the 
third quarter or at 
the start of the 
fourth quarter 

Growth of student learning and 
progress monitoring to inform 
summer school and next year 
support decisions 

Grade-level Interim—repeat Interim A 

Semester-based courses: 
Time frame Goal/objective of testing Assessment to be delivered 
Beginning of the 
semester  

Establish baseline student 
performance in grade level 
knowledge and skills for English, 
Reading, and Mathematics 

Students should be enrolled in a learning 
pathway aligned to the college and 
career ready standards of focus.  As 
students begin their pathway learning, 
they take a diagnostic placement test  
that helps situate their individual learning 
journey within that pathway.  In the 
initial weeks of learning, students begin 
to complete practice assessments that 
demonstrate student strengths and 
needs for concepts studied.  

At the end of the 
first month of 
instruction 

Gather baseline data on student 
performances in English, Reading, 
Mathematics, and Science 

Grade-level Interim—A or B 

Throughout the 
remainder of the 
course 

Progress monitoring of student 
knowledge and skills in English, 
Reading, and Mathematics 

Students continue to study and learn 
knowledge and skills from core 
curriculum instruction provided by the 
teacher and from their use of ScootPad 
Adaptive Learning.  Completion of 
practice tests and mastery tests allows 
for progress monitoring of skills taught 
and learned—allowing for intervention 
and extension opportunities based on 
the data gathered. 

At the end of the 
semester 

Growth of student learning and 
progress monitoring to inform next 
steps decisions 

Grade-level Interim—repeat same 
Interim given at the end of first month 



6 

Teacher Directions for Administering the Aspire Interims 
The directions for administering each of the content area interims change slightly by grade and content. 
In this section of the guide, we provide scripts for teachers to use to administer the assessments.  These 
directions include some features of standardization (to allow for interpretation of results across groups 
of students), though districts and schools may choose to revise these directions as needed based on 
district and school policies for common assessments.   

Teachers can use the scripts in this guide once they have assigned students the assessments and 
students have been logged into the platform.  Teachers should project the directions, so students can 
follow along as the teacher reads and reviews them.   
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English Interims (grades 3-7) 
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, but no cell 
phones, dictionaries, or notes. Project the directions as you read them to the students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. 

Student Directions: 

The test asks questions about writing in English.  These questions are based on short passages.  Read 
each passage before you answer the questions. Each question asks you to select the correct answer 
from several possible choices.   

Look closely at Sample Question A.  Notice that to answer the question, you need to read the passage 
provided to be able to answer the question posed. 

Sample Question A: 
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If you decide to change your answer selection, do so before selecting the Submit Response button. 
Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to the question.  

You may not use notes or dictionaries to help you answer questions on the test.  You can use the scratch 
paper to jot ideas, but remember, the ideas on the scratch paper will not be scored.   

It is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer. 

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 

Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed. 

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 
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English Interims (grades 8-10) 
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, but no cell 
phones, dictionaries, or notes.  Project the directions as you read them to the students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. Follow along as I read and review the directions. 

Student Directions:  

The test asks questions about writing in English.  

There are two styles of questions.   

One style of questions is based on short passages.  For this style, read each passage before you answer 
the questions. Each question asks you to select the correct answer from several possible choices.  
Sample Question B is an example of this type of question. 

Sample Question B: 

The second style of item is similar to the first type, but while it refers you to highlighted text it does not 
explicitly prompt you with a question. For these items, you will be given alternatives for the highlighted 
text, and must determine whether it is most correct to keep the highlighted words as they appear or to 
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change the highlighted words.  If it is best to keep the highlighted words as they appear, select “NO 
CHANGE.”  Otherwise, select the answer choice that would make the passage correct.   Sample C is an 
example of this type of item. 

Sample C: 

You may not use notes or dictionaries to help you answer questions on the test.  You can use the scratch 
paper to jot ideas, but remember, the ideas on the scratch paper will not be scored.   

It is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer. 

For all questions, if you decide to change your answer selection, do so before selecting the Submit 
Response button.  Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to the 
question.  

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 

Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed. 

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 
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Mathematics Interims (grades 3-5) 
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, but no cell 
phones, dictionaries, calculators, or notes. Project the directions as you read them to the students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. Follow along as I read and review the directions. 

Student Directions: 

The test asks questions about mathematics.  Each question asks you to select the correct answer from 
several possible choices.  Sample Question D is an example of this type of question. 

Sample Question D: 

If you decide to change your answer selection, do so before selecting the Submit Response button.  
Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to the question.  

On this test, you may not use notes, dictionaries, or a calculator to help you answer questions on the 
test.  

You can use the scratch paper to jot ideas, but remember, the ideas on the scratch paper will not be 
scored.   

Note that it is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer.  

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 
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Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed. 

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 



13 

Mathematics Interims (grades 6-10) 
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, as well as a 
calculator, but no cell phones, dictionaries, or notes. Project the directions as you read them to the 
students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. Follow along as I read and review the directions. 

Student Directions: 

The test asks questions about mathematics.  Each question asks you to select your answer from several 
possible choices. Select the answer you think is correct. Sample Question E is an example of this type of 
question. 

Sample Question E: 

 If you decide to change your answer selection, do so before selecting the Submit Response button. 
Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to the question.  
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You are allowed to use a calculator for any problems you choose; however, some of the problems 
may best be done without the use of a calculator. 

Unless indicated otherwise, you should assume the following: 

1) Diagrams are NOT necessarily drawn to scale.
2) Geometric figures are in a plane.
3) The word line indicates a straight line.
4) The word average indicates arithmetic mean.

On this test, you cannot use notes or dictionaries to help you answer questions on the test.

You can use the scratch paper to jot ideas, do calculations, or make drawings, but remember, the 
scratch paper will not be scored.   

Note that it is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer. 

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 

Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed. 

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 
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Reading Interims (grades 3-10)
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, but no cell 
phones, dictionaries, or notes. Project the directions as you read them to the students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. Follow along as I read and review the directions. 

Student Directions: 

This test asks you to read and then answer questions about each of several reading passages. Each 
question asks you to select the correct answer from several possible choices. Read each passage 
carefully before you answer the questions.  Sample Question F is an example of this type of question. 

Sample Question F: 
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If you decide to change your answer selection on a question, do so before selecting the Submit 
Response button.  Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to 
that question.  

On this test, you cannot use notes or dictionaries to help you answer questions on the test. 

You can use the scratch paper to jot ideas, but remember, the ideas on the scratch paper will not be 
scored.   

Note that it is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer. 

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 

Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed. 

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 
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Science Interims (grades 3-10)
Teacher Does:  Make sure all students have logged into the platform and show the correct form of the 
assessment on the screen.  Ensure all students have blank scratch paper and writing utensils, but no cell 
phones, dictionaries, or notes.  Project the directions as you read them to the students. 

Teacher Says:  You are about to take a test related to your coursework.  You should try your best and do 
your own work.   

Before you begin, let’s review the Student Directions to ensure you can fairly show what you know and 
are able to do on this assessment. Follow along as I read and review the directions.  

Student Directions: 

This test asks you to read several passages about scientific topics. After reading a passage, use the 
information in the passage to answer each question. Each question requires you to select the correct 
answer from several possible choices. Read each passage carefully before you answer the questions. 
Sample Question G is an example of this type of question. 

Sample Question G: 

If you decide to change your answer selection on a question, do so before selecting the Submit 
Response button.  Once you select the Submit Response button, you will not be able to return to that 
question.  

On this test, you cannot use notes or dictionaries to help you answer questions on the test. 



18 

You can use the scratch paper to jot ideas, but remember, the ideas on the scratch paper will not be 
scored.   

Note that it is best to answer every question, even if you are not sure of your answer. 

Do you have any questions about the directions before you begin the test? 

Teacher Does:  Answer any questions about the directions.  Once all questions about the directions have 
been answered, proceed.  

Teacher Says:  Begin the test. 

Teacher Does:  Monitor the room and make certain students are focused on completing the test.  Do 
not provide prompting and support for students to answer questions correctly—the interim 
assessments are designed to measure what students know and can do independently. Do provide 
support if students need assistance with using the technology or in understanding the directions for 
completing test items. 

When students have completed the test, collect and dispose of the scratch paper. 

Additional help supports 
The Aspire Interim assessments, like all the assessments in the ScootPad Adaptive Learning 
platform, are on-line assessments.  As with most digitally based resources, the platform is 
continuously updated and upgraded to allow for meeting the ever-changing needs of educators and 
learners. To ensure all help and supports for processes that are platform-based are up to date, we 
provide video-based supports in the platform’s Help section.   
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